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	Year A 
	Reception
	Term:
	Spring 2
	Unit:
	EYFS 7 – Easter


	Big Question:
	Why do Christians believe that Easter is all about love?

	Prior Substantive Knowledge
	Children will understand Jesus is a special person for Christians and that he is celebrated by Christians.

Children may have celebrated Easter before at church and understand it is a celebration in the Spring.

	Cross-curricular
	

	
	
	Key Vocab













Essential vocab
	Love, sacrifice, Jesus, Easter, disciples, Holy Week, Palm Sunday, crucified, cross, tomb, risen.

	Substantive Knowledge: (Facts + What they Know)
	Disciplinary Knowledge (Think like)

	Declarative Knowledge (Know what)
	Procedural Knowledge (Know how)
	 Talk about their own experiences of love and other emotions expressed in the Easter Story.

Ask questions about the Easter story. 

Tell you that Christians believe Jesus died on the cross because God loves everyone.


	Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey on Palm Sunday.

Jesus died on the cross on Good Friday.

Briefly retell the story of Easter.



	Christians believe that Jesus rose on Easter Day and is alive today.

Easter is the most important time of the year for the Church.

Identify symbols associated with Easter.



	

	
Teacher Knowledge
	Knowledge of the Easter Story, how Jesus’s life was sacrificed so that mankind would be saved.

	FRUITS
	Faith
Relationships
Uniqueness
Intellect
Treat Others with Respect
Salvation

	
Key concept
	Learning objective
	Key components
	Main input
	Continuous Provision/Enhancements
	Adaptive strategies

	Salvation
	What is love?

	Children will discuss items to increase their knowledge of the objects.


Children will hear a story discussing love.

Children will discuss what love means to them.

Children will hear another story about love and how we can love different people in different amounts.

Children will discuss how much they love their families in their own phrasing/way.


	Chatterbox Discussion
Children to take turns discovering and handling the objects. What do they know about the objects, what are they used for, what do they represent?

Read ‘Clever Cub learns about Love’. Discuss with the children what the story was about. How did the characters in the story show love to one another?

Read the story ‘Guess How Much I Love You’ by Sam McBratney ISBN 978-0763634919. As a class make your own version of the book suggesting your own measurements of love.
	Reading Corner
· Lots of Easter storybooks.
Writing Area
· Make Easter Cards showing the real meaning of Easter.
· Provide pictures of the Easter story to sequence, pupils can write sentences to describe what is happening.
Outside Area
· Make an Easter tree. Hang symbols from the Easter story and decorated eggs on a tree.
· Have an Easter egg hunt. Fill the eggs with objects or pictures related to the Easter story. 
Creative Area
· Paint patterns on Easter egg shaped card and bright colours on stones.
· Create a cross full of pictures from the Easter story. 
· Paint pictures of the different events in the story.
Construction Area
· Build crosses, make tombs and Easter gardens. Take photos
Sand/water/malleable Area
· Make crosses from play dough/salt dough.
Small World Area
· Give the pupils opportunities to use Playmobil and small world people to retell the stories.
	Communication board or Widigts used to help children communicate with others.

Additional thinking time (_ what do you think…. I’ll come back to you). 

Visual storybook used so that children can view pictures to further understand story.

	Salvation
	Who loves you?
	Children will listen several stories from the bible which encompass the Easter Story.

Children to discuss their feelings about the Easter story.

Children to recreate The Last Supper by washing each other’s hands/feet.

Discuss the important elements of betrayal versus love in the story of The Last Supper.
	Tell the children the story of Easter.

-Palm Sunday.
-The Last Supper.
-Good Friday.
-Easter Sunday.

Which story did you like hearing about?
Which story made you feel sad?

Focus on the story of The Last Supper. Tell the story and then recreate the Last Supper by asking the children to sit in a circle and then to wash each other’s hands or feet! What does it feel like to do this for someone else? How would it have felt to have Jesus wash your feet?  Why did Jesus do that? Take photos and record in your floor book. 

How did Jesus feel when he said that one of his friends had betrayed him?

Why did Jesus allow himself to be captured after he told his followers that someone was going to betray him?
	See Week 1
	Communication board or Widigts used to help children communicate with others.

Additional thinking time (_ what do you think…. I’ll come back to you). 

Visual storybook used so that children can view pictures to further understand story.

	Salvation
	Where is love?
	Children will identify a crucifix and understand what it depicts.

Children will hear the story of Jesus’ crucifixion.

Children will understand that the cross/crucifix represents Jesus’s death and his sacrifice for mankind.

Children will discuss a quote from the bible.


	God’s Big Story

Look at the crucifix from your Chatterbox:

Read ‘A Dreadful Day’ from ‘The Lion Storyteller Bible’ by Bob Hartman ISBN 978-0745949802 . Was this the end of the story?
Talk about the cross and Jesus’ love for everyone. Christians believe Jesus died to save us from all our wrongdoing and rebuild our relationships with God. He came back to life.

Read ‘A Happy Day’ from the Lion Storyteller Bible by Bob Hartman

Talk about this quote:

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. - John 3:16

Why would God give up his only son if he loved him?
	See Week 1
	Communication board or Widigts used to help children communicate with others.

Additional thinking time (_ what do you think…. I’ll come back to you). 


	Salvation
	Who do you love?


	Children will recall the Easter Story.

Children will create a picture of themselves doing something special for people they love.

Children will give these pictures as gifts to their families as a project of love.



	Ask the children to identify pictures of the Easter Story. Read the story and then ask pupils to sequence pictures of the events of Holy Week and link the pictures with the objects in the box. Record in your floor book.

Ask the children to paint pictures of themselves doing something special for someone they love.  Ask them to explain their painting and why they chose to paint that particular scene. Record in your floor book.

Carry out a project of love, for example make cards or gifts for the children to take home for a family member, make a display for the church or a local old peoples’ home, do some fund raising for charity.
	See Week 1
	Communication board or Widigts used to help children communicate with others.

Additional thinking time (_ what do you think…. I’ll come back to you). 

Visual storybook used so that children can view pictures to further understand story.

	Salvation
	How do you/they show that love? (Love toward others)
	Recall the Easter story and discuss the feelings associated with the story.

Enjoy music that has religious meaning/connotations.

Enjoy paintings that have religious meaning/connotations.

Children to discuss Easter as a happy and sad event.
	Talk about the emotions in the Easter story using the pictures of faces showing different expressions. 

Listen to some sad Good Friday music

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DTVQoUs8aWI

and then some happy Easter Sunday music

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44v_oAwQLfo

Show the children paintings of the Easter story from around the world. Ask them what they like/dislike about the paintings? Talk about the colours and the mood of the paintings in relation to the event. Retell the parts of the story that are portrayed in the painting. Record in your floor book.

Discuss how Easter can be both a sad/happy event for Christians and why. 
	See Week 1
	Communication board or Widigts used to help children communicate with others.

Additional thinking time (_ what do you think…. I’ll come back to you). 

Visual storybook used so that children can view pictures to further understand story.

	Salvation
	How did Jesus show that he loved us?
	Children to look at pictures of churches at Easter to see how it is celebrated.

Discuss the video and how the child celebrates Easter in his church.

Recall why Jesus died on Easter.

Children to think of things that they have done that Jesus is proud of/loves us for.



	Look at photos of the inside of churches in Lent, Good Friday and on Easter Sunday. Can the children spot the differences? Why are there differences?  Record in your floor book.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=StlJgYF-Ki8&t=105s

Why did Jesus have to die?

Why does Jesus love us?


	See Week 1
	Communication board or Widigts used to help children communicate with others.

Additional thinking time (_ what do you think…. I’ll come back to you). 
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