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	Year A 
	Religious Education 
	Term:
	Autumn 2
	Unit:
	Sacred Texts

	Big Question:
	Why are sacred texts so important to people of faith?

	Prior Substantive Knowledge
	Judaism encompasses an understanding of key concepts, such as the significance of the Torah, the celebration of Shabbat, and the importance of key figures like Moses. Pupils recognise the role of synagogues and can identify Jewish symbols, enhancing their appreciation of the faith's traditions.
Islam key beliefs such as the Five Pillars of Islam, the significance of the Prophet Muhammad, and basic knowledge of Muslim practices and traditions, contributing to their broader understanding of world religions.
Sikhism, key concepts such as the importance of the Guru Granth Sahib, the significance of community service (sewa), and the principles of equality and brotherhood. This early learning lays the groundwork for deeper engagement with Sikh beliefs and practices.
Hinduism includes an understanding of key concepts such as the belief in multiple deities, the significance of the sacred texts like the Vedas, and the importance of rituals and festivals. Pupils recognise the diversity within Hindu practices and cultural expressions.


	Cross-curricular
	History - Explore the historical contexts in which different sacred texts were written and compiled. Discuss how these texts have influenced societies, cultures, and civilizations throughout history. For example, the influence of the Bible on Western law and culture, the Quran on Islamic civilization, or the Torah on Jewish traditions. 
Geography - Study the geographical distribution of religions and the sacred texts associated with them. Explore pilgrimage routes such as the Hajj in Islam, the Kumbh Mela in Hinduism, or the Christian pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 
Art - Study how sacred texts have inspired various forms of visual art, including painting, sculpture, and architecture. For example, the creation of religious icons, calligraphy of Quranic verses, or the stained glass windows depicting Biblical stories.

	
	
	Key Vocab/
Essential vocab
	· Quran (Koran) Surah, Ayah, Hadith and Sunnah 
· Tanakh, Torah, Talmud, Mishnah and Midrash 
· Guru Granth Sahib, Gurbani, Dasam Granth and Hukamnama 
· Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, Ramayana, Mahabharata and Puranas

	Substantive Knowledge:
	Disciplinary Knowledge (Think like)

	Declarative Knowledge (Know what)
	Procedural Knowledge (Know how)
	· Understanding of fundamental beliefs, practices, and historical contexts of the Jewish faith. 
· Explore key concepts such as the Torah, Jewish festivals, and moral teachings, fostering a deeper appreciation of Jewish culture and its impact on contemporary society.
· Understanding of core beliefs, practices, and historical context of the faith. 
· Examine key concepts such as the Five Pillars of Islam, the significance of the Qur'an, and the role of the mosque, fostering critical thinking and cultural awareness.
· Explain the significance of the Guru Granth Sahib, the Five Ks, and the concept of equality. 
· Engage with historical contexts and contemporary implications of Sikh teachings within a multicultural society.
· What are the key beliefs and practices of Hinduism?

	· Identify key beliefs, such as the notion of one God (monotheism)
· Understand the significance of the Torah
· Explain the importance of rituals such as Shabbat. Furthermore, learners should recognise major Jewish festivals, including Passover and Hanukkah
· Understand their historical and cultural relevance within the broader context of Jewish identity.
· Demonstrate knowledge of the Five Pillars, key figures such as the Prophet Muhammad, important texts like the Qur'an, and the significance of practices such as prayer and fasting within the Muslim faith.
· Understand key concepts such as the significance of the Guru Granth Sahib, the role of the Khalsa, and the importance of community service (Seva) within Sikh beliefs and practices.
· What is the significance of the cow in Hindu culture?
· How does Hinduism view the concept of karma?
	· Understanding the rituals, customs, and practices integral to Jewish life. 
· Understanding the observance of Shabbat, participation in festivals such as Passover, and familiarity with daily prayers. 
· Understanding and application of practices within Islam. 
· Learn to recognise and demonstrate key rituals such as Salah (prayer), Zakat (charity), and the significance of Ramadan, fostering a comprehensive grasp of Islamic beliefs and fostering respect for diverse cultural practices.
· Understanding of key Sikh practices, including the significance of the Gurdwara, the structure of prayer, and the importance of community service (Seva). 
· What are the key rituals associated with Diwali? 
· How do Hindus perform puja in their homes? 
· What steps are involved in a Hindu wedding ceremony? 
· How is karma understood and practised in daily life among Hindus?
	

	
Teacher Knowledge
	Judaism
The sacred book of Judaism is the Hebrew Bible (Tanakh). Of greatest importance are the first five books of the Tanakh collectively known as the Torah. These books are Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy (also the first 5 books of the Christian Bible) and these writings explain and interpret God’s law. 
Islam
The Qur’an is the holy/sacred book for Muslims. Muslims believe it is the final word of Allah sent to the Prophet Muhammad through the Angel Gabriel (Jibril/Jibreel). Declaring that Muslims believe that the Qur’an is the final word of God is important because Muslims also believe that the Torah and the Gospel were originally revealed by God.
Sikhism
Educators should have a fundamental understanding of Sikh beliefs, practices, and historical contexts, including the significance of the Guru Granth Sahib, the role of the Khalsa, and the importance of community service, or seva. Familiarity with key festivals such as Vaisakhi and Diwali, alongside the significance of gurdwaras, enhances the teacher's ability to engage students meaningfully. 
Hinduism
Staff  should possess a comprehensive understanding of the fundamental concepts and beliefs of Hinduism, including the significance of dharma, karma, and moksha. Familiarity with key texts such as the Vedas and the Upanishads, as well as the diverse practices and rituals that characterise Hindu worship, is essential. 
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	· Faith - we demonstrate Faith through the exploration of spiritual beliefs and rituals inherent in each tradition
· Relationships - are fostered through collaborative learning, encouraging respect and understanding among diverse perspectives.
· Uniqueness - by valuing individual experiences and interpretations of texts.
· Intellect- is engaged by analysing the philosophical and ethical teachings within scriptures
· Treat Others with Respect - is paramount, creating an inclusive environment that affirms all beliefs
· Salvation - is explored through discussions on redemption, morality, and the ultimate purpose within each faith, promoting mutual appreciation and dialogue.



	
Key concept
	Learning objective
	Key components 
	Main input
	Activity
	Adaptive strategies  

	Explore why sacred texts hold significance in Judaism, focusing on the Torah as the most important sacred text in Judaism.
	Why are sacred texts so important in Judaism?
	· Watch this video to gain insight into the process and significance of how Torah scrolls are meticulously crafted in Hebrew by a Sofer (scribe).

· Cultivate empathy with a Jewish scribe by practising Hebrew writing. 

· Encourage pupils to reflect on their personal lives and identify any elements that resonate with the role or significance of a scribe. 

· Explore the notion that studying the Torah is perceived by many Jews as the ultimate spiritual endeavour.

· Address the concept that the study of the Torah is regarded by many Jews as a lifelong obligation.

· Investigate the meanings of specific words and deliberate on their potential effects on an individual’s life. 
	Discuss
Begin by asking pupils what they can remember about the Jewish Torah scrolls from previous study in Unit 2.1.Show the children a Torah Scroll (use artefacts and pictures) ask them to look very carefully.

Use Torah Scroll, Torah scrolls in the Ark and Torah scrolls in the Synagogue in a Google image search to find a wealth of photos of Torah scrolls.

Ask
What is it? What can they tell you about it?  

Investigate

https://youtu.be/3QZ792rjcVE 

Why can the Sefer Torah Scroll not just be printed like a Bible?

The artefact scrolls you may have in school are printed therefore important but not Kosher. The Sefer scrolls kept in the Ark in the synagogue are considered Holy and the writings are sacred. Have a discussion with pupils about the difference between holy/sacred and special.

Discuss and Reflect
The Torah Scroll is a holy object, the divine word of God, a rule book, a guide, a source of inspiration and much more, can the children explain why?

When a Torah Scroll and/or Hebrew Bible becomes too old and worn to use then it will be buried rather than thrown away as rubbish. Prayers will be said at the burial just as they would be said at a funeral.

Download these quotes from the Hebrew scriptures. Ask the children to analyse and interpret these phrases. What do these words really mean and how do they or could they affect a person’s life? Work in groups. Record in your class RE scrapbook
Reflect and Interpret

The 2 wooden rollers used to support the scroll are referred to as the ‘Tree of Life.’ Why? What do the children think? By giving the rollers this title what does that say about the Torah? In the Book of Proverbs Chapter 3, King Solomon is writing about wisdom, in verses 17 and 18 he says of wisdom that

“Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her; those who hold her fast will be blessed.”
Proverbs 3:17-18

As a class create a 3D Tree of Life decorated with wisdom.
	1. Watch this video to understand more about how and why the Torah scrolls are written in Hebrew by a Sofer (scribe). Ask pupils to record individually three pieces of information from the video that they found most interesting. Challenge them to accompany the facts with three ‘I wonder’ questions about the Torah scroll.

2. Can the children identify things in their life with this role/significance?
Record Individually

3. Studying the Torah is considered by many Jews to be the greatest spiritual activity. Why? What effect does reading holy scriptures on a believer’s life? Record Individually

4. Discuss with the children what they consider to be great activities and why?
Record Individually

5. For many Jews the study of the Torah is a compulsory activity for the whole of their lives Discuss with the children what they think would be a good compulsory rule/value/belief/action for the whole of their life.  Ask them to justify their ideas. Record Individually
	· Students can be encouraged to delve deeper into comparative analysis of sacred texts across religions and discuss their importance in a wider ethical context.

· Provide additional scaffolding, such as sentence starters for their responses and more visual aids. Pair them with more confident learners for collaborative research.


	Understanding the importance of sacred texts in Islam.
	Why are sacred texts so important in Islam?
	· The memorisation and recitation of the Qur’an are vital aspects of Islamic education, ensuring that its teachings are preserved across generations. 

· The nature of Allah is elucidated in the Qur’an, revealing attributes such as mercy, wisdom, and omnipotence.
· The Birmingham Qur’an, discovered in 2013, represents an extraordinary archaeological find, illuminating early Islamic history. This ancient manuscript provides invaluable insight into the early stages of Qur’anic transmission following the Prophet's death.

· Engaging imaginatively with the experience of the researcher Alba Fedeli, pupils can articulate their thoughts creatively through diary entries that convey the excitement of discovery.

· The intrinsic value of the Birmingham Qur’an fragments hinges upon the presence of written words, which encapsulate historical and spiritual significance. The discussion will foster critical thinking regarding the relationship between text and value, recorded in the class RE scrapbook.
· Malala: Malala Yousafzai’s narrative is a testament to the teachings embedded within the Qur’an and Hadith, promoting education, resilience, and the right to learn. Her unwavering commitment to advocating for educational rights exemplifies the principles of justice and empowerment outlined in Islamic teachings. 
	Reflect
If every copy of the Qur’an in the world was destroyed then its contents would not be lost because high priority is placed on memorizing, learning and being able to recite in Arabic the chapters and verses of this holy book. From a very young age children begin to learn the Qur’an by heart and many attend mosque school (Madrassah) for 2 hours every day after school and on Saturday mornings. It is similar to learning a very long poem in rhyming Arabic and at first children learn to chant rather than read.

Memorising and then reciting the words of the Qur’an emulates the actions of Muhammad. He received the words from Allah, memorised them and recited them to his followers, who inscribed them on all sorts of materials, until Abu Bakr collected them together in a book.
I wonder what it would be like to memorise such important words and then pass them on to others? I wonder what it feels like to know that you are passing on the words of God? I wonder how you would remember the message tomorrow or next week or next year if you could not write it all down? Record Individually

The Qur’an reveals the nature and characteristics of Allah. Ask the pupils to read these extracts from the Qur’an and write down 6 things the quotes reveal about the nature of Allah and Muslim belief. Record Individually

The Qur’an gives guidance and instruction. Ask pupils in pairs to read the Qur’an 2 v177 and make a list of the 10 qualities of a true Muslim. They can then compare their list with the list of another pair. Ask them to discuss together which of these qualities would be shared by people of faith in general. What do they notice? Record in your class RE scrapbook
Interpret

The Birmingham Qur’an
The Birmingham Qur’an was discovered in 2013. It is an ancient manuscript of four pages of the Qur’an that dates to the earliest years of the Islamic religion, possibly written just after the Prophet died. They are some of the oldest pages from the Qur’an in the world.
Watch this BBC news report from the time it was discovered.

https://youtu.be/jowQond7_UE

Research
Pictures of the Birmingham Qur’an can be easily found using a Google image search.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/22/oldest-quran-fragments-found-at-birmingham-university

Imagine and Empathise
After looking at the pictures and reading the newspaper article, ask pupils to imagine being the researcher Alba Fedeli one the day she discovered the pages and then the day she found out how old they were. Ask the children to write four sentences that she could have written in her diary on those days. Record Individually.

Discuss
If the pieces of parchment were were still as old but blank would they be as interesting and valuable? Why? Why not? Why do the presence of the words make such a difference to the value of this ancient parchment? Record the pupils thoughts and ideas in your class RE scrapbook.

Malala
Read the story of Malala Yousafzai
Malala Yousafzai – Little People Big Dreams ISBN 9780711259027
For the Right to Learn: Malala Yousafzai’s Story by Rebecca Langston-George ISBN 9781474704618
Research and Analyse 
How do the actions of Malala illustrate the teachings of the Qur’an and Hadith, and the beliefs of Muslims? Record Individually


	1. Divide the pupils into groups of equal number and give each group one sheet of paper and one pencil. Place a copy of an English translation of the Al Fatihah, download the opening words of the Qur’an, on a table in a place that is accessible to every group. One child from each group now takes turns to come up to the table for 10 seconds at a time memorise a section of the paragraph return to the group and recite the words while another member of the group writes it down. This continues until every group have an accurate copy of the Al Fatihah on their paper. Don’t forget to take photos 

2. The Hadith gives guidance to Muslims on how to live out the instructions given in the Qur’an. Ask pupils to choose two of the sayings on this download and illustrate them. Record Individually

3. In the Darimi Hadith it records these words said by Muhammad “I am leaving you a trust. So long as you cling to it you can’t go wrong. That is the rope God has extended from heaven to earth. That is the Qur’an.” What do the children think that Muhammad meant by this? In what ways might the Qur’an be like a rope extending from heaven to earth for Muslims? Record the children’s thoughts in your class RE scrapbook.

4. Ask the pupils to read again the sayings from the Hadith. Ask them to choose a third quote and write two sentences describing the actions of someone living out this guidance. Record Individually

	· For less confident pupils, provide simplified versions of Quranic passages with explanations to help them understand the teachings. 

· For more confident pupils, challenge them to research further on how the Quran is interpreted in different Islamic traditions. 

	Exploring the importance of sacred texts in Sikhism
	Why are sacred texts so important in Sikhism?
	The selected quotes from the Guru Granth Sahib encapsulate fundamental Sikh beliefs that emphasise faith, divine providence, humility, and the value of integrity in communication.

1. The first quote underscores the significance of self-belief as a precursor to faith in God, prompting children to reflect on the interconnectedness of self-identity and spirituality. 
2. Similarly, the second quote highlights God's provision for all living beings, urging contemplation of our reliance on divine support and fostering a sense of trust amidst fear. 
3. The third quote promotes the idea that genuine love for God transcends material wealth and status, presenting an opportunity for discussions about the essence of true happiness. 
4. Lastly, the fourth quote encourages children to engage in honourable speech, reinforcing the importance of integrity.
Children may agree with these tenets, while Christian and Muslim perspectives could align or diverge based on individual interpretation of faith and behaviour in relation to God and ethical living.
 
	Discuss and interpret the following quotes from the Guru Granth Sahib.

What do the children think the quotes from the Guru Granth Sahib tell us about Sikh belief and behaviour? Do they agree or disagree with the statements? Would a Christian/Muslim agree with the content of the quotes? Why? Why not?

“He who has no faith in himself can never have faith in God.”
― Guru Nanak, Sri Guru Granth Sahib

“For each and every person, our Lord and Master provides sustenance. Why are you so afraid, O mind? The flamingos fly hundreds of miles, leaving their young ones behind. Who feeds them, and who teaches them to feed themselves? Have you ever thought of this in your mind?”
― Guru Nanak, Sri Guru Granth Sahib

“Even Kings and emperors with heaps of wealth and vast dominion cannot compare with an ant filled with the love of God.”
― Guru Nanak, Sri Guru Granth Sahib

“Speak only that which will bring you honour.”
― Guru Nanak, Sri Guru Granth Sahib
	· Choose a current news issue and discuss using these quotes as a guide what a Sikh may feel about a particular situation. Record in your Class RE Scrapbook
	· For less confident pupils, provide simplified versions of the sacred texts with key teachings highlighted. 

· For more confident pupils, encourage independent research on how the sacred texts are interpreted and followed in Sikh communities. 

	Understand the importance of sacred texts in Hinduism.
	Why are sacred texts so important in Hinduism?
	 The selected quotes from Hindu scripture offer profound insights into core beliefs shaping Hindus' behaviour. 

1. The assertion "The human body is the temple of God" emphasises respect for the body, suggesting a duty to maintain physical and spiritual health. Children might interpret this as highlighting the sanctity of life and the importance of inner well-being. 

2. Other quotes, such as "Truth cannot be suppressed and always is the ultimate victor," speak to the value placed on integrity and resilience.
In terms of interfaith perspectives, a Christian or Muslim might resonate with the necessity of personal experience and ethical living, as presented in "Do not be led by others…" However, interpretations may diverge regarding the nature of divine truth and the understanding of dualities, as expressed in "Life and death, joy and sorrow…". Overall, these reflections can facilitate a rich dialogue on shared values and divergent beliefs among various faiths.
	Discuss and interpret the following quotes from Hindu Scripture.

What do the children think the quotes tell us about Hindu belief and behaviour? Do they agree or disagree with the statements? Would a Christian/Muslim agree with the content of the quotes? Why? Why not?

The human body is the temple of God.
One who kindles the light of awareness within
gets true light.
The sacred flame of your inner shrine
is constantly bright.
The experience of unity
is the fulfilment of human endeavours.
The mysteries of life are revealed.
 – the Rig Veda

“Truth can not be suppressed and always is the ultimate victor.”
– the Yajur Veda

“Life and death, joy and sorrow, gain and loss; These dualities cannot be avoided. Learn to accept what you cannot change.”
– the Ramayana

“Do not be led by others,
awaken your own mind,
amass your own experience,
and decide for yourself your own path.”
– the Atharva Veda

“One should strongly resent miserliness
and indulge in charity
because one can acquire the never-ending wealth
of immortality by doing so.”
– the Rig Veda

	1. Choose a current news issue and discuss using these quotes as a guide what a Hindu may feel about a particular situation. Record in your Class RE Scrapbook
	· For less confident pupils, provide simplified versions of the information on Hindu sacred texts and offer extra support during the activity. 

· For more confident pupils, encourage them to delve deeper into the meanings and interpretations of the texts and challenge them to relate the texts to modern day contexts

	Assessment
	To write an informational text on different religions 
Holy Texts
	· The lesson will encompass an overview of the Holy Texts associated with Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Hinduism, highlighting distinctive aspects of each. 

· Furthermore, selected excerpts will be provided from each text to elucidate their content and importance. A comparative analysis of the similarities and differences between the Holy Texts will also take place, fostering critical thinking..
	The lesson can begin with a brief recap of the previous lesson on different religions. The teacher can show pictures of different Holy Texts and ask students if they can recognise any of them. Prompt students to share any prior knowledge they have about the Holy Texts of different religions. 
 
Introduce the concept of Holy Texts in religions and explain their significance to believers. Present information on the Holy Texts of Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Hinduism, highlighting key aspects of each text. Provide examples and excerpts from each Holy Text to help students understand their content and importance. Discuss similarities and differences between the Holy Texts of different religions. Model how to structure an informational text and explain the features of informative writing.
	1. Provide resources such as books, websites, and printed materials for students to gather information about their assigned religion's Holy Text. Have students draft an informational text that includes an overview of the Holy Text, its significance, and key teachings. Encourage students to use headings, subheadings, and factual information in their writing. 
 
https://questful-re.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2022/06/Unit5-1-Christianity-LearningMap.pdf  
 
https://questful-re.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2022/08/Unit5.1-Questful-Learning-MapWorld-Faiths-1.pdf 
	· For less confident students, provide scaffolded templates or outlines to guide their writing. 

· Pair less confident students with more confident peers to support their research and writing process. 

· For more confident students, encourage them to delve deeper into the comparisons between the Holy Texts and the impact they have on believers' lives. 
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