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	Year A 
	Religious Education 
	Term:
	Autumn 2
	Unit:
	Christmas

	Big Question:
	How do our celebrations reflect the true meaning of Christmas?

	Prior Substantive Knowledge
	Students are expected to possess prior substantive knowledge related to the celebration of Christmas, encompassing both its religious significance and cultural aspects. Pupils should be familiar with the Nativity story, including key figures such as Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, the shepherds, and the Magi. Understanding the concept of the Incarnation, highlighting the belief in Jesus as the Son of God, is pivotal.
Additionally, students should have explored various Christmas traditions and practices from a range of Christian denominations, recognising how these may differ yet share common foundations in the Advent season. Prior learning may include discussions on the significance of giving, symbols such as the Christmas tree and decorations, and the role of carols and hymns in the celebration. This foundational knowledge will facilitate deeper engagement with the themes of hope, joy, and compassion that characterise the Christmas narrative.
	Cross-curricular
	English: Engage in creative writing tasks, such as composing interpretations of the nativity or crafting reflective letters from the perspectives of key characters, fostering imagination and empathy.

Art: Create visual representations through drawing or crafting, enhancing skills in design and technology.

History: Discuss the historical context of the era, providing insights into the social and political landscape of that time.

	
	
	Key Vocab/
Essential vocab
	Saviour, Messiah, Gospel, Matthew, Luke, nativity, Herod, incarnation, and salvation.

Analyse, Interpret, Reflect, Evaluate, Synthesise

	Substantive Knowledge:
	Disciplinary Knowledge (Think like)

	Declarative Knowledge (Know what)
	Procedural Knowledge (Know how)
	· Understanding the significance of Christmas within the Christian tradition.
· Examining historical and cultural contexts surrounding the celebration.
· Exploring key Biblical narratives, particularly the Nativity story.
· Reflecting on theological themes such as hope, joy, and community.
· Discussing the varied ways Christmas is celebrated globally, recognising both religious and secular perspectives.
· Investigating the evolution of Christmas traditions and their relevance in contemporary society.
· Analysing different sources, including scripture and cultural representations, to develop critical thinking skills.
· Articulating informed perspectives on faith and practice in a diverse cultural landscape.

	· The narrative of the Nativity, focusing on the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem as depicted in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.
· The roles of important figures such as Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the Wise Men.
· The themes of hope, peace, and goodwill associated with the celebration.
· The historical and cultural implications of Christmas, including the evolution of customs and traditions, such as carols, gift-giving, and decorations.
· The importance of Christmas as both a religious observance and a cultural event promoting community spirit and values.
· Comparisons with other festivals, such as Hanukkah and Diwali, to enrich understanding of diverse beliefs and practices.
	· Exploring the historical context of Christmas by examining accounts from Christian scriptures, particularly the Nativity narratives found in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.
· Discussing the significance of various Christmas traditions such as Advent, Nativity plays, and carol singing, linking these practices to broader themes of hope, joy, and community.
· Encouraging students to compare and contrast Christmas celebrations across different cultures and religions, fostering an understanding of diversity and inclusivity.
· Incorporating practical activities such as designing festive cards or reenacting the Nativity to enhance engagement and retention of knowledge.

	

	
Teacher Knowledge
	Christian Concepts: God – Creation – Fall – People of God – INCARNATION – Gospel – SALVATION – Kingdom of God
The aim of this unit is to:

· Give children a Biblical perspective on the nativity story.
· Deepen children’s understanding of what Christians believe to be the true meaning of Christmas.
· Increase pupil’s knowledge and understanding of the place of the incarnation in God’s Big Story
To effectively teach the Christmas Story to Year 6 students, Teachers should possess a robust understanding of the biblical narrative, particularly the accounts as presented in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Familiarity with the historical and cultural context of the era is essential, as it enhances students' comprehension of the significance of the events portrayed, such as the Nativity and the role of figures like Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds.

Moreover, teachers should recognise the various interpretations and representations of the Christmas Story across different cultures and religious traditions. This awareness fosters an inclusive learning environment, allowing for rich discussions that respect diverse perspectives.
Additionally, educators must be adept at integrating cross-curricular opportunities, linking the Christmas Story to themes in art, music, and literature. Finally, employing appropriate pedagogical strategies tailored to Year 6 students will further engage learners and encourage critical thinking about the implications of the narrative in contemporary society.
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	· Faith - by encouraging students to explore the significance of the nativity story within a religious context, fostering deeper connections to their beliefs.
· Relationships - are highlighted through collaborative activities, where pupils engage in discussions about the characters’ interactions and the importance of community during the festive season.
· Uniqueness - involves recognising the diverse perspectives of students and enabling them to express their individual interpretations of the story.
· Intellect- by analysing the narrative and its moral lessons, promoting critical thinking.
· Treat Others with Respect - as we cultivate an inclusive atmosphere where every student’s voice is valued.
· Salvation - through the core message of hope and redemption central to the Christmas story, inspiring students to reflect on its relevance in their lives.



	
Key concept
	Learning objective
	Key components 
	Main input
	Activity
	Adaptive strategies  

	Identify key passages in the Bible that tell the Christmas story.
Reflect on the meaning of the Christmas story in modern contexts.
	Where in the Bible is the Christmas story?
	· Is the Christmas story in the Old or New Testament? - Will we find the story at the beginning or the end of the New Testament?

· Revealing that the nativity narrative is exclusively documented in: - Matthew (1:1-2:23) - Luke (1:5-2:40)

· Identify omissions and popular misconceptions from Nativity plays (e.g., Mary riding a donkey, innkeepers saying ‘no room’, the stable’s absence in the Bible).

· The Magi appear only in Matthew. - The shepherds are exclusive to Luke.

	Investigate
Where in the Bible is the nativity story?
Challenge the pupils to be Bible detectives and find the nativity story in the Bible.
To save time ask the whole class a few general questions before they start searching such as ‘Do you think that the Christmas story is in the Old or New Testament?’ Then find the New Testament together. ‘Do you think we will find the story at the beginning or the end of the New Testament?’
Guide them to the Gospels and then off they go.
What do they discover?
The story is only recorded in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.
Matthew 1:1- 2:23, Luke 1:5-2:40

SS Click here for the link to Sensory Stories and Widgits for this unit.

Analyse
Compare the content of the story in the Bible with the content of the lists they made earlier.
How much of the story did they remember?
What did they miss out?
How much of what they remembered is not actually in the Bible but is included in Nativity plays? E.g. Mary rode on a donkey wearing a blue dress, inn keepers saying ‘no room’ and there is no mention of a stable in the Bible.
Which points on their lists can only be found in one of the Gospels? E.g. The Magi are only in Matthew, the shepherds are only in Luke.

Apply Knowledge
Picture sort – Download this picture sort exercise Ask the pupils to sort the pictures into two piles – Matthew’s story and Luke’s story

	1. Begin by asking the children, as a class or in groups, to write out in brief a list of the key points of the nativity story. How much of the story do they remember? Record pupil’s lists 

2. Update the pupil’s lists and ideas already recorded in your RE scrapbook using a different coloured pen
	· For less confident pupils, graphic organisers can be provided to help structure their storyboards, supporting visual learners.

· For more confident pupils, they can be challenged to explore the theological implications of the story, perhaps engaging them in writing a short paragraph about its significance in their own lives or communities.

· Additionally, mixed-ability grouping can facilitate peer support within the activity.

	Understand the key elements of the Nativity story.

Be able to identify how the Nativity fits into the overarching narrative of God's Big Story.

Reflect on the significance of the Nativity within Christian beliefs.

Compare the Nativity story with other significant events in Christianity.
	How does the nativity story/birth of Jesus fit into God’s Big Story?
	· The nativity story serves as a pivotal element in God's Big Story, illustrating themes of hope, refuge, and divine intervention.

· The unique account of The Flight to Egypt, found only in Matthew, highlights Jesus as a refugee
.
· Understanding of Mary’s role, and reflections on Christian beliefs.


	How does the nativity story/birth of Jesus fit into God’s Big Story?
Record pupil’s thoughts and comments in your class RE scrapbook

https://youtu.be/EG-HPM6ukyE

Apply Knowledge
In groups ask the children to look at the words of traditional Christmas carols such as – Away in a manger, O Little Town of Bethlehem, Once in Royal David’s City, We Three Kings and Hark the Herald Angels Sing. Challenge them to highlight where reference is made to each of the two gospel stories using different coloured pens. Then discuss how the highlighted words/sentences connect to key Christian belief and God’s big story. Record in your class RE Scrapbook

Discover
A record of The Flight to Egypt is unique to the gospel of Matthew. This aspect of the story is often missed out and therefore may be new to the children. Introduce the story to the children using artists’ interpretations of the event.

The Flight to Egypt – Vittore Carpaccio
The Flight to Egypt – Rembrandt
Rest on the Flight to Egypt – Nicholas Mynheer
Flight to Egypt – Henry Ossawa Tanner
And other artworks from around the world using this link Global Christian Worship – ‘Flight to Egypt’ in Global Art (50+ artworks) (tumblr.com)

Retell the story using these books
Jesus was refugee by Andrew McDonough ISBN 978-1-912863-01-3
Refuge by Anne Booth and Sam Usher ISBN 978-0-85763-741-3

Ask
Why did Joseph take Mary and Jesus to Egypt?
What questions would you like to ask Joseph?
What is your reaction to Herod’s actions?

Take this opportunity here to talk about refugees and people who have had to leave their homes because of civil unrest. Refer to news stories about refugees and the camps in Calais. It is important that we remember that Jesus was a refugee and he had to flee for safety. Use the book ‘Who are Refugees and Migrants’ by Michael Rosen and Annemarie Young ISBN 978-0-7502-9986-2

Discover
Luke records Gabriel’s visit to Mary ‘The Annunciation’ and the Song of Mary. ‘The Magnificat.’ Luke 1:46-55.Listen to a choir singing the Magnificat

https://youtu.be/T3-DTlkBXuk 

Ask and Reflect
What do these words teach us about Mary, Jesus and God? What do these words reveal about Christian beliefs about Mary, Jesus and God? Record Individually
Create
Interpret the Magnificat with illustrations from Jesus’ life.
Record Individually
	1. How do the different elements of the Christmas story impact upon the way in which we celebrate Christmas? e.g. angels, stars, nativity plays, carols, Epiphany
Record in groups in your class RE scrapbook

2. How do our celebrations reflect the true meaning of Christmas?
Look at artwork, Christmas cards, clothing, decorations, and children’s nativity story books.
Record in your class RE Scrapbook

3. Where do the ideas of including a donkey and a stable in the nativity story come from?
How does the local church celebrate Christmas? Look on their web site!. Record in your class RE Scrapbook

	· Allow more advanced learners to dig deeper into specific scripture references and theological implications, possibly assigning a Bible verse for them to explore in relation to the Nativity.

· Provide a structured template for their poster work with guiding questions to aid their thinking.

· Pair less confident pupils with more confident peers to foster collaboration and ensure understanding.


	Explain differences and similarities in the Nativity accounts according to the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.

	Why are the stories in Matthew and Luke similar/different?
	· The Gospel writers tailored their narratives for distinct audiences, influenced by cultural and socio-political contexts.
	The Gospel writers wrote for different audiences. (In literacy lessons pupils will have been given the task to write for different audiences e.g. newspapers, magazines, letters and holiday post cards etc. Hopefully this will help them to understand why Matthew and Luke wrote for different purposes.)
WS Click here for the link to the Why Story for this unit.
Watch these two films and then ask the children to look carefully at the lists they created in the previous lesson and ask them who they think the two different audiences were?

https://youtu.be/Zk1LhnqROCM 
https://youtu.be/TJIC57EvYFo 



	1. Matthew includes the Genealogy – Jesus’ Family Tree and the visit of the Magi and Luke includes the Magnificat – Song of Mary and the visit of the shepherds. Do the gospel authors achieve their aims? How? What do you think?
Record individually on the Questful map for this unit.

2. Matthew wrote about the events he considered to be the most important and so did Luke.  What part of the story do the children consider to be the best, the most important, the most exciting etc?
Record individually on the Questful Map for this unit.
	· Provide a worksheet with guided questions and sentence starters to assist in their observations of Matthew and Luke. They can work with a ‘buddy’ to share ideas before contributing to group discussions.

· For More Confident Pupils: Encourage these students to explore the theological implications of the differences and similarities they discover, potentially researching other non-canonical gospels for broader understanding.


	Exploring the beliefs, practices, and values of different religions and how they are expressed through celebrations, particularly Christmas.

Developing an understanding of the significance of Christmas within Christianity and its broader cultural meanings in British society.
	How do our celebrations reflect the true meaning of Christmas?
	· The origins of Christmas and its significance in Christianity.

· Key symbols associated with Christmas (e.g. Nativity, gifts from the Wise Men, the Star of Bethlehem).

· A comparison of secular versus religious traditions.
	The lesson begins with a quick memory recall activity. Students will write down three words that they associate with Christmas on post it notes. After 4 minutes, invite students to share their words. Collate these on the whiteboard. This activates prior knowledge and sets the thematic context for the lesson.

The teacher will present a short engaging slideshow containing: 
· The origins of Christmas and its significance in Christianity.
· Key symbols associated with Christmas (e.g. Nativity, gifts from the Wise Men, the Star of Bethlehem).
· Brief comparison of secular versus religious aspects of the celebration.
Questions for Discussion: 

· Why do you think these symbols are important? 
· How do these tie back to the teachings of Christianity?”
Reflection 
Each student will write a short reflection on what they learned about Christmas celebrations and consider how they personally reflect the meaning of Christmas in their own lives.
	1. Each child is to research different aspect of the Christmas celebration (e.g., Nativity plays, gift giving, Christmas meals).

2. Pupils will create a poster that showcases their findings, including drawings, quotes from the Bible where relevant, and their conclusions about the significance of their aspect to the Christmas celebration.

3. Using guiding questions such as, “What messages does your aspect convey?” and “How does it connect to Christian beliefs?”
	For More Confident Pupils: Encourage them to take leadership roles within their groups, potentially researching broader implications of Christmas beyond the religious aspects.

For Less Confident Pupils: Provide sentence starters and structured questions for their poster generation. Assign ‘roles’ in the group to ensure all members can contribute according to their strengths (e.g., one can be responsible for drawing while another writes down ideas).
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