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	Year 
	3/4
	Term:
	Spring 2
	Unit:
	Easter

	Big Question:
	Is the cross a symbol of sadness or joy?

	Prior Substantive Knowledge
	· The events of Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Day are at the core of Christian beliefs.
· Christians believe that Easter is a new beginning.
· Christians believe that Jesus died and rose back to life again.
· There are different objects and symbols used to help explain and understand the meaning of Easter.
· The Easter story is central to Christian belief.
· The death and resurrection of Jesus is part of God’s salvation plan.

	Cross-curricular
	Art

	
	
	Key Vocab




Key questions
	Palm Sunday - the Christian moveable feast that falls on the Sunday before Easter. The feast commemorates Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem
Temple - a building for religious worship
Last Supper - the final meal that, in the Gospel accounts, Jesus shared with his apostles in Jerusalem before his crucifixion
Gethsemane – a garden in Jerusalem where Jesus went to pray before crucifixion
Good Friday -  the day Christ was crucified 
Crucified - put (someone) to death by nailing or binding them to a cross
Easter Sunday – The day of Jesus’ resurrection
Resurrection - the rising of Christ from the dead


· Is it possible to describe the events of Holy week and Easter simply as events of joy or sadness? Why? Why not?
· Is the cross a symbol of sadness or joy?
· How do the services held in churches during Holy Week and Easter reflect the sadness and joy?
· Is Good Friday the beginning or the end?
· Is Easter Sunday the end or the beginning?

	Substantive Knowledge (Know what)
	Disciplinary Knowledge (Think like)

	· The events of Palm Sunday, Holy week and easter are a combined mixture of the emotions of joy and sadness
· The church remembers and marks the events of Holy week in a variety of ways
· The events of Holy week reveal what Jesus came to earth to do – God’s salvation plan
	· Use religious vocabulary to retell in detail the stories of Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter
· Make links between Christian beliefs and the stories of Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter
· Ask good questions about the events of Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter and Christian belief associated with these events.
· Use religious vocabulary to make links between people’s values and behaviour.
· Ask important questions about beliefs and values
· Use religious vocabulary to describe and show understanding of the Christian practices linked with the Easter Story
· Describe the impact of the events of Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter on the lives of people today.

	
Teacher Knowledge
	Know that the Easter Story marks the Resurrection of Jesus three days after his death by crucifixion.  For many Christian churches, Easter is the joyful end to the Lenten season of fasting and penitence.  
Know about the parts of the Easter Story – Palm Sunday, Last Supper, Good Friday and Easter Day.
Palm Sunday - commemorates the entrance of Christ into Jerusalem, during which palm branches were placed in his path, before his arrest on Holy Thursday and his crucifixion on Good Friday. It thus marks the beginning of Holy Week, the final week of Lent.
Last Supper - During the meal, Jesus predicted that one of his disciples would betray him. At the end of the meal, Jesus broke bread and shared it with his disciples, telling them to do this in remembrance of me (Luke 22:19). Jesus offered wine to his disciples, saying to them: Drink from it, all of you.
Good Friday - is a Christian religious holiday commemorating the crucifixion of Jesus Christ and his death at Calvary. The holiday is observed during Holy Week as part of the Paschal Triduum on the Friday preceding Easter Sunday, and may coincide with the Jewish observance of Passover.
Easter Sunday - On Sunday Mary Magdalene and some of Jesus's disciples visited the tomb. They found the stone had been moved and that Jesus's body had gone. Jesus was seen later that day by Mary and the disciples, and for forty days afterwards by many people.
	FRUITS
	Faith – the impact that faith has had on people’s lives and how their lives have changes because of it.
Relationships – The relationships that we have with people who can change our lives or the relationship that people had with Jesus so he could change their lives.
Uniqueness – 
Intellect - 
Treat Others with Respect – 
Salvation – Know that the period of Easter is about salvation and that Jesus died for our sins.

	
Key concept
	Learning objective
	Key components 
	Lesson Detail
	Adaptive strategies  

	Salvation
	What emotion is connected to the Easter Story? 
	Look at pictures of the Easter Story
Discuss the emotions felt
Discuss why the emotions are felt

	Use well known Disney characters expressing different emotions to start your discussions about feelings.  For example:- Olaf in the snow, Marline looking for Nemo, Simba when Mufasa dies, Wendy when she flies etc.  In the Disney Pixar film ‘Inside Out’ the emotions joy, sadness, fear, anger and disgust are personified. Have these pictures on the screen to allow children to visualise the scenario.
Record in floorbook
Explain to children that we all experience a huge number of emotions.  Encourage the children to talk about the different feelings they have experienced in different circumstances.  Hold up different pictures of occasions or incidents i.e Christmas, birthday, visiting a special person, being told to tidy up, something going wrong, something being broken etc - allow children to share an emotion with the rest of the class to match to the scenario encouraging them to reason why they feel that emotion.  
Record in floorbook
Explain to children that the Easter story is full of different emotions.  Have a range of artwork from the Easter story including The Triumphant entry of Christ by Hanna-Cheriyan Varghese, Entry into the City by John August Swanson, The Crucifixion by Kathryn A Barnes, Good Friday by JP McLaughlin, The Pardoning of the Penitential Thief by James J Tissot, The Women at the Empty Tomb by Nicholas Myneer, The Risen Lord by He Qi and the Resurrection Icon by Sophie Hacker.  Have these pictures laid out on tables and allow children to use post it notes to draw, write etc what emotion is represented in each one.  Share the notes once everyone has looked.  
Record in floorbook
Bring children back to the carpet and ask the question Is it possible to describe the events of Holy Week and Easter simply as joy or sadness? Why? Why not?
Record in floorbook
	Pictures of emotions
Emojis
Faces etc

	Salvation
	How does the story of Palm Sunday make people feel?
	Listen to the story of Palm Sunday
Discuss the emotions during the story
Discuss why they feel these emotions
Discuss why Jesus feels like this
	Palm Sunday
Watch the video showing the events of Palm Sunday.  The Triumphant Entry of Jesus in HD - The Edit of the Christ 2 Discuss the mood of the crowd disciples and Jesus.  Refer to the comments made when the children were looking at the paintings of the Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem in the previous lesson. How did the Pharisees feel?  Bible References: Luke 19:39-40, John 12:19.  Show some Palm Sunday poetry or model writing some poetry ie acrostic poem depicting the events and feelings of Palm Sunday.
Record in individual books
Bring children back to the carpet and show them the video Thousands celebrate Palm Sunday in Jerusalem Explain to children that every year in Jerusalem, Christians from all over the world gather for Palm Sunday parade. Why do they do this? Have the children ever been part of a big parade? How does it feel?
Record in floorbook
Watch the video JESUS, (English), Jesus Drives Out Money-Changers from the Temple Explain to children this is when Jesus arrives in the temple, how does he feel?  He is angry, Why is he angry? Was he right to be angry? Are there ever times when it is ok to be angry? 
Record in floorbook
	Sentence starters such as I think Jesus was angry because…. I think Jesus was…….
Have angry emotion faces so children can relate

	Salvation
	What are the emotions felt during the Last Supper?
	Listen to the story of the Last Supper
Discuss the emotions during the story
Discuss why they feel these emotions
Use these emotions to write a diary entry
	The Last Supper – Maundy Thursday
Remind children that the night before Jesus died, he had supper with his friends.  The children will have heard this story before, ask them what details they can remember before watching.  The Story of Easter (The Last Supper) Model writing a diary entry from the perspective of one of the disciples recording the events of the last supper – draw on the emotions felt using emotion adjectives.  Children are to create their own diary entry.
Record in individual books
	Have a range of emotion faces.
Diary entry template

	Salvation
	Is the story of Good Friday a sad one?
	Listen to the story of Good Friday
Discuss the emotions during the story
Discuss why they feel these emotions
Look at different crosses
What emotions do these make us feel?
	Crucifixion – Good Friday
Read a very dark day from the Link it up Bible.  Explain that the cross is a major symbol for Christianity.  Ask children whether the cross is a symbol for joy or sadness? 
Record in floorbook
Make a display of crosses from a variety of cultures around the world.  Using the album of crosses from around the world compiled by the Bible Reading Fellowship or additional crosses found.
Look at the crosses first and explore whether they reflect joy or sadness.  Look particularly at the brightly coloured San Salvadorian crosses full of pictures.  Children are to design a cross of pictures reflecting the joy, sadness of the events of Easter and the impact of those events on lives today.  
Record in individual books and create a display
Recap the story of Easter so far by watching The Story of Easter Jesus' Sacrifice to save us from our sins Question children about the story so far.  
	Have cross templates
Emotion colour palette

	Salvation
	Is Easter a time of sadness or joy?
	Listen to the story of Easter
Look at bible verses for the easter story
Discuss emotions during these bible verses
	The Resurrection – Easter Day
Give groups of children the Bible references recording the events of Easter morning Matthew 28:1-10, Luke 24:1-12, John 20:1-18
The road to Emmaus – Luke 24:13-35
Jesus appearing to his disciples – Luke 24:36-49, John 20:19-23.  As the children to be detectives in search of answers to the questions ‘Is Easter a time of sadness or joy?’ and ‘Is Easter the beginning or the end?’  Allow them to write their answers on post its.  Invite children back to the carpet to discuss what they have found. 
Record in floorbook
	Larger bible texts separate to help children who would struggle to find.  
Adapted bible verses
Emotion words synonyms 

	Salvation
	Why is the story of Easter about Salvation?
	Watch the story of Easter.
Discuss God’s big Story
Explore the term salvation
Explain why it is connected to salvation
	Rewatch the video The Story of Easter Jesus' Sacrifice to save us from our sins and ask children to recall the facts of the story.  Discuss with children the part of God’s Big Story that this connects to – Salvation.  Explain why.  Extract the different parts of the Easter Story and allow children to choose a part to create a prayer about – encourage them to tap into the emotion of that part of the story as well.
	Prayer sentence starters
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