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	Year
	1 and 2
	Term:
	Autumn 2
	Unit:
	Christmas


	Big Question:
	Why do we give and receive gifts?

	Prior Substantive Knowledge
	Children will know that Jesus was born on Christmas day.
Children will know that Jesus was born in a stable.
Children will know that Mary and Joseph are Jesus’ parents.
	Cross-curricular
	Art –paintings/ drawings of Christmas
DT-linked to Christmas card  

	
	
	Key Vocab

Essential vocab
	Gift, Wise Men, Magi, Jesus and promise.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mary, Joseph, Angel Gabriel, God, shepherds, angels, stable, Bethlehem, Jerusalem, census.


	Substantive Knowledge:
	Disciplinary Knowledge (Think like)

	Declarative Knowledge (Know what)
	Procedural Knowledge (Know how)
	
To understand the true meaning of Christmas by emphasising that Jesus was a gift from God.









	To know Christians believe that Jesus is God’s gift to the world.

To know that the Wise Men (Magi) visited Mary, Joseph and Jesus after Christmas.

To know that Christians believe that the gift of Jesus shows God’s love and care for the world.

To know that Christians believe Jesus is God’s son the promised Messiah.
	
To retell the nativity story in two parts, a) the shepherds and b) the wise men.
To talk about the feelings associated with giving and receiving gifts.

To talk about giving gifts that are not objects.
	

	
Teacher Knowledge
	
Gifts
Gifts are given by people of all faiths and none for many different reasons.

The Nativity story
Adult will be able to recall the Nativity story. Important to explain even though lots of the story books and our school nativity play includes the Wise men visiting the stable at the same time as the shepherds, the visit of the Wise Men/Kings/Magi did not happen until much later after Christmas.

The Three Wise Men
The gifts given to Jesus by the Wise Men were very unusual to give to a baby. They each have a deep symbolic meaning- Gold for a king, Frankincense for death and Myrrh for suffering. The three gifts summarise who Jesus was and what was going to happen to him.

St Nicholas
The legend of St Nicholas. Nicholas was born in a country which we know as Turkey. His wealthy parents died when he was still young. In obedience to Jesus’ teaching he gave the whole of his inheritance to the needy and sick. He became known for his generosity, love for children and faithfulness to God. Nicholas became Bishop of Myra. He was persecuted by the Romans and spent time in prison. There are many stories and legends about Nicholas. In several European countries St Nicholas delivers gifts of sweets during the night of 5th December to be enjoyed on his feast day of 6th December. The children leave their polished empty shoes on the doorstep for St Nicholas to fill.
His remains were finally laid to rest in Bari (Italy). A huge church (basilica) was built to house his tomb. 

	FRUITS
	Faith – Explore the Christmas story and the importance of Jesus. 

Relationships-Sharing your own experiences / opinions with each other.

Unique-Everyone has different thoughts and experiences. Everybody’s families are different and we have our own traditions at Christmas.

Intellect-retell the story and recall that Jesus is a gift from God to the world.

Treat each other with respect when we share our experiences and thoughts/ opinions.


	
Key concept
	Learning objective
	Key components 
	Main input
	Activity
	Adaptive strategies  

	 Discuss

	To be able to talk about the feelings associated with giving and receiving gifts.
	To know that not all gifts are objects.


	Have a box wrapped up. Discuss with the children ‘what is a gift?’
Does a gift always have to be an object?
Introduce the idea that gifts can also be kind and thoughtful actions – such as helping a friend, giving someone a lift, mending something for a neighbour.
As a whole class make a list of gifts that money can’t buy.  (Record in Scrapbook)

Look at the gift ideas in a catalogue from ‘Present Aid’ (Christian Aid). Christian Aid Charity Gifts.
What sort of gifts are these? Why? How would you feel about being given one of these gifts?

Children to write a sentence/ s about their own experiences of receiving gifts. How did it make them feel? 

	Adult to support children if needed.

Sentence starters.

Word mats

	Discuss
	To be able to talk about giving and receiving presents.
	To talk about their own feelings when giving and receiving gifts.

	Why do people give gifts? How do you feel when you give a gift?
When do we receive a gift? Why? Record in your class RE scrapbook

Does size and value matter? Why? Why not?
Discuss the children’s experiences of receiving gifts. How does it feel when you receive a gift? How do you feel as you open a gift?

Why do people give and receive gifts at Christmas? 
What is the best gift you have ever received? Discuss.

Children to write a sentence about their best gift that they have received and to try to say why.
	Adult to support children if needed.

Sentence starters.

	Explore and discover
	To know that Jesus is God’s son the promised Messiah.
	To talk about how important and special Jesus is.
	(Have 2 gifts wrapped up placed on the teacher chair One, a box containing a heart wrapped in brown paper and the second, a box filled with sweets wrapped in bright, shiny interesting paper )

Introduce the concept that Christians believe Jesus was a promised gift from God.
Did God send Jesus wrapped up in a gift box?  Why not?
What sort of gift was Jesus? A very unusual and incredible one but why did God give Jesus his own son as a gift to the world? Use two differently wrapped gifts to help illustrate this. One, a box containing a heart wrapped in brown paper and the second, a box filled with sweets wrapped in bright, shiny interesting paper. The very ordinary looking gift contains a heart that represents love, lasts forever and affects our whole lives. The bright shiny box contains sweets that are exciting but only last for a moment and then they are gone.
Read the Nativity story to the children.

Give the children a piece of paper with the outline of a gift box drawn on it and the title ‘Jesus was a gift’. 
Children to draw a picture of the nativity scene in the box and record an answer to the question ‘What kind of gift was Jesus?

	Pictures of the nativity scene

Sentence prompts

Word mat



	Explore
	To retell the nativity story in two parts, a) the shepherds and b) the wise men.
	To retell the Nativity story.

	Have various figures from the Nativity story hidden in a feely bag. Ask different children to take one from the bag and name them. Repeat until all have been revealed. Discuss which story we are going to be looking at again. Recap and recall what the children can remember.

God gave Jesus (incarnation) to us, to help mend (salvation) the friendship between God and people which had been spoilt (the fall).  He was the promised one, the Messiah.
Re-read the story of the Nativity together, recapping the main events and the order in which they occur.

Children in mixed ability groups/ pairs to retell the story in their own words either by using puppets/ role play/ figures.
	Puppets

Masks

Figures/ feely bag

Pictures of story in correct sequence.


	Create
	To know the Wise Men (Magi) visited Mary, Joseph and Jesus after Christmas.

(After Christmas- 6th January)
	To know that the Magi visited after Christmas.
	Watch, Think and Talk
Watch the video. (on the Questful RE website)
Using this film along with pictures of a variety of paintings from around the world and Christmas cards, talk about the gifts given to Jesus by the Wise Men. Three unusual gifts to give to a baby but each of them has deep symbolic meaning. Gold for a king, Frankincense for death and Myrrh for suffering. The three gifts summarise who Jesus was and what was going to happen to him.

Look at how the artists have interpreted the event. 
Is that how it really looked? Why? Why not?
Which pictures do they like best?  Why? 

Discuss the pictures as a class and record their responses in the RE scrapbook. 

What questions would the children like to ask the Wise Men?  Why is this an important part of the nativity story?  Record their responses. Children to record their thoughts/ ideas on post its. These are to be put in the RE scrapbook.

(The time of Christmas is for remembering God’s gift and one way in which we celebrate this is to give gifts to one another)
	Paintings of the Wise Men

Pictures of the 3 gifts





	Connection

	To understand that Jesus is a gift from God to the world.
	To know that Jesus is a gift from God to the world.
	Remind the children that as a school, we give gift boxes for Operation Christmas Child organised by Samaritan’s Purse; Christmas cards for people in the local nursing home for the elderly; food for the food bank to distribute and these are all different ways that we give gifts at Christmas time. Discuss.

Discuss what gifts we could give to Jesus?  Look at this from two angles, firstly if we had been able to visit him in the stable and secondly what can we give him now e.g. nappies and toys/kindness to others. Record some of the children’s ideas on the whiteboard.

Children to draw and record what they would give to Jesus and if possible say why.
	Pictures of ideas of gifts to give to Jesus

Adult to scribe what the children have drawn and why they have drawn it.

	Create
	To know who St Nicholas was.
	To understand the story of St Nicholas. 

To know how the story of Santa Claus was created.
	Have a figure/ soft toy of Father Christmas and discuss who he is. What does he do? Who delivers our gifts at Christmas?  Santa Claus!  Where did this idea come from?  

Tell the legend of St Nicholas. Use a story bag containing items such as 3 bags of ‘gold’ and a red cape.  
Discuss the fact that Nicholas was born in a country which we know as Turkey. His wealthy parents died when he was still young. In obedience to Jesus’ teaching he gave the whole of his inheritance to the needy and sick. He became known for his generosity, love for children and faithfulness to God. Nicholas became Bishop of Myra. He was persecuted by the Romans and spent time in prison. There are many stories and legends about Nicholas. In several European countries St Nicholas delivers gifts of sweets on his feast day, the 6th December. His remains were finally laid to rest in Bari (Italy). A huge church (basilica) was built to house his tomb. The shrine of St Nicholas attracts many visitors especially members of the orthodox church.

[image: ]
Children to make their own Father Christmas. Adult to support the cutting, etc.
	Story bag for St Nicholas with props

Parts for Father Christmas pre cut

Larger scissors for curling



image1.png




image2.png
ST LEONARD'S
CHURCH OF ENGLAND
PRIMARY SCHOOL

diham, Burnley, BB12 8HT





