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	Year A 
	An explanation linked with the Science Topic  presented as a poster. 
	Term:
	Summer 2
	Unit:
	How does your garden grow

	Prior Knowledge
	Key learning reading 
· Use knowledge of root words to understand meanings of words. 
· Listen to and discuss a range of explanations. 
· Read a range of explanations.  
· Analyse and evaluate texts looking at language, structure and presentation. 
· Read books and texts for a range of purposes e.g. enjoyment, research, skills development, reference. 
· Use point and evidence to structure and justify responses. 
· Discuss the purpose of paragraphs. 
· Identify a key idea in a paragraph. 
· Evaluate how specific information is organised within a non-fiction text e.g. text boxes, sub-headings, contents, bullet points, glossary, diagrams. 
· Navigate texts in print and on screen.  
key learning Writing 
· Explore, identify and create complex sentences using a range of conjunctions e.g. if, while, since, after, before, so, although, until. 
· Use perfect form of verbs using have and had to indicate a completed action e.g. I have washed my hands. We will have eaten our lunch by the time Dad arrives. Jack had watched TV for over two hours! 
· Read and analyse non-fiction in order to plan and write their own versions. 
· Identify and discuss the purpose, audience, language and structures of non-fiction for writing.  
· Discuss and record ideas for planning.  
· Generate and select from vocabulary banks e.g.  technical language appropriate to text type. 
· Group related material into paragraphs. 
· Proofread to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation in own and others’ writing.  
	Cross-curricular
	Science , Drama 

	
	
	Key Vocab




Essential vocab
	Subheadings – Organise content into sections.
Text boxes – Highlight key facts or additional information.
Bullet points – Present lists clearly.
Flow charts – Show processes step-by-step.
Diagrams and captions – Provide visual support for understanding.
Glossary – Explains tricky or topic-specific vocabulary.


	Key Learning

	Reading
· Use knowledge of root words to understand meanings of words. 
· Listen to, read and discuss a range of fiction, poetry, plays and non-fiction in different forms e.g. advertisements, formal speeches. Leaflets, magazines, electronic texts. 
· Analyse and evaluate texts looking at language, structure and presentation. 
· Explain the meaning of key vocabulary within the context of the text. 
· Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these, e.g. character is evil because…1/2/3 reasons; Clitheroe castle is a worthwhile place to visit because 1/2/3 reasons across a text. 
· Analyse and evaluate how specific information is organised within a non-fiction text, e.g. text boxes, sub-headings, contents, bullet points, glossary and diagrams. 
· Explain how paragraphs are used in order to build up ideas, and how they are linked. 
· Navigate texts to locate and retrieve information in print and on screen. 
Writing 
· Use commas to mark clauses in complex sentences. 
· Explore identify and use standard English verb inflictions for writing e.g. We were instead of we was I was instead of I were I did instead of I done; She saw it instead of she seen it. 
· Read and analyse non-fiction in order to plan and write their own. 
· Identify and discuss the purpose, audience, language and structures of non-fiction and for writing. 
· Discuss and record ideas for planning e.g. story mountain, story map, text map, non-fiction bridge, story board, boxing up text types to create a plan. 
· Organise paragraphs within non-fiction. 
· Link ideas within paragraphs. 
· Generate and select vocabulary banks e.g. powerful adverbs, adverbial phrases, technical language, persuasive phrases, alliteration, appropriate to text types. 

	
Teacher Knowledge
	Title – clearly tells what the poster is about.
Introduction – a short opening that explains what the poster will cover.
Subheadings – to organise information into sections (e.g. “What do plants need?”, “Parts of a Plant”).
Bullet points or short paragraphs – to keep information clear and readable.
Diagrams or labelled illustrations – to help explain ideas visually.
Key vocabulary – use of scientific words (e.g. photosynthesis, roots, stem, nutrients).
Glossary (optional) – to explain tricky words


- Examples of the Perfect Form:
Present Perfect:
have or has + past participle
· I have eaten my lunch.
· She has finished her homework.
· They have seen that film before.
➡ Used when something has happened recently or at an unspecified time in the past.

Past Perfect:
had + past participle
· I had eaten before the bell rang.
· He had finished his test when the teacher collected the papers.
· We had seen the film before it was on TV.
➡ Used when something happened before another action in the past.

Why We Use It:
· To show the order of events clearly.
· To sound more accurate or formal in explanation and narrative writing.

	FRUITS
	Faith
Relationships
Uniqueness – everyone's work will be different 
Intellect
Treat Others with Respect - To be respectful of other people's ideas. 
Salvation – If someone is struggling with their work – we can help our friends. 



	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 1
	Reading and Responding


Hook Lesson

Children go into forest school and explore the new topic – plants. 
	Reading and Responding

Children will be able to locate explanation texts from a library or selection of books provided.  
· Visit the school library to look for texts linked to the theme for children to read and enjoy in pairs, or as a class. 
· Use books found to model navigating texts for information linked to key questions posed. 
	Reading and Responding

Children will be able to listen and read explanation texts.  
· Model reading a section at a time, noting key information on a flipchart. Discuss the meaning of any unfamiliar vocabulary.  
	Reading and Responding

Children will be able to navigate and find information in a range of explanations from key questions posed.  
· Use books found to model navigating texts for information linked to key questions posed.  

	Reading and Responding

Children will be able to identify true and false statements after reading an explanation. 
· Use a true/false quiz linked to texts as a class. Ask children to create their own true/false quiz in pairs to challenge others.   


	
	Weekly Grammar Focus
creating complex sentences using a range of conjunctions e.g. if, while, after, before, so, although, until. 

	Create complex sentence using the conjunction if. 

	Create complex sentence using the conjunction while. 

	Create complex sentence using the conjunction after. 

	Create complex sentence using the conjunction before.  


	Week 2
	Reading and Responding

Children will be able to read an explanation text and role play.  
· Provide the children with sections of explanation texts. Ask them to read these and sequence.  
· After modelling, ask children to role play their text using speech and actions to create a group drama of the explanation. Repeat with a different explanation text if desired 


	Reading and Analysing


Children will be able to identify how information is organised within an explanation.  
· Model evaluating how specific information is organised within an explanation text by boxing up and highlighting key features.  
· Children explore explanations in pairs or small groups, identifying the structural features e.g. text boxes, flow chart, sub-headings, bullet points, glossary, diagrams. 
· Focus on each paragraph or section and how they are organised. Explain that the text is organised in this way to assist the reader.  
	Reading and Analysing

 
Children will be able to identify the key features of an explanation.  
· Explore the key features of explanations and create a class checklist. The BBC Bitesize website (here) has useful information on the features of explanation texts. 
· Model ‘boxing up’ an explanation text by drawing boxes around each section and labelling. This can be used as a planning frame for writing. 

	Planning and Gathering Content

Children will be able to research ideas from a range of sources.  

Children will be able to allocate information found into specific sections of an explanation text planner.  
· Explore the BBC website (here) for information on how plants spread seeds. 
Read and view further information on how seeds are dispersed to gather ideas as whole class and in groups. Information texts can be found on the following websites: 
· Seed dispersal from the BBC Bitesize website (here). 
· Seasonal environmental education packs from the Open Air Laboratories website (here). 
· Fruits, seeds and their dispersal from the Science and Plants for Schools website

	Planning and Gathering Content

Children will be able to develop their own ideas and place notes on a planner.  

Children will be able to give and receive feedback, and act upon it. 

Read and view further information on how seeds are dispersed to gather ideas as whole class and in groups. Information texts can be found on the following websites: 
· Seed dispersal from the BBC Bitesize website (here). 
· Seasonal environmental education packs from the Open Air Laboratories website (here). 
· Fruits, seeds and their dispersal from the Science and Plants for Schools website


	
	Weekly Grammar Focus
Create complex sentence using the conjunction so. 

	Create complex sentence using the conjunction although. 

	Create complex sentence using the conjunction until. 

	perfect form of verbs e.g. have and had appropriately.  
	perfect form of verbs e.g. have and had appropriately.  

	Week 3
	Modelled and Shared Write
· Use shared writing techniques to model a paragraph or section at a time referring to each section of the plan. Focus on skills – using conjunctions, e.g. if, so, although, because, until and perfect form of verbs, e.g. have/had. Model the use of fronted adverbials to vary sentence openers. 
· Provide a bank of paragraph and sentence openings for children to select from e.g. adverbials for when.  
	Modelled and Shared Write
· Use shared writing techniques to model a paragraph or section at a time referring to each section of the plan. Focus on skills – using conjunctions, e.g. if, so, although, because, until and perfect form of verbs, e.g. have/had. Model the use of fronted adverbials to vary sentence openers. 
· Provide a bank of paragraph and sentence openings for children to select from e.g. adverbials for when.  
	Modelled and Shared Write
· Use shared writing techniques to model a paragraph or section at a time referring to each section of the plan. Focus on skills – using conjunctions, e.g. if, so, although, because, until and perfect form of verbs, e.g. have/had. Model the use of fronted adverbials to vary sentence openers. 
· Provide a bank of paragraph and sentence openings for children to select from e.g. adverbials for when.  
	Independent Write

· Children will be able to write an explanation text based on a plan using:  
· conjunctions e.g. if, so, although, because, until. 
· perfect form of verbs e.g. have/had. 
· paragraphs/sections with key ideas. 
·  text type features of explanation. 
	Independent Write

· Children will be able to write an explanation text based on a plan using:  
· conjunctions e.g. if, so, although, because, until. 
· perfect form of verbs e.g. have/had. 
· paragraphs/sections with key ideas. 
·  text type features of explanation. 



	
	Editing Focus
using a variety of fronted adverbials. 

	Using a variety of conjunctions 
	Using paragraphs and sub-headings. 
	
	




	
Key concept
	Learning objective
	Key components 
	Main input
	Activity
	Adaptive strategies  

	 Reading and responding 
	To introduce and explore key concepts of our unit. 
	· Listen to adult instructions 
· Work collaboratively 

	Children to go down into forest school and children to be put into teams. Have a variety of colour coded key words, pictures and parts of a plant pictures/diagram scattered around the forest school area. 
Children to be put into groups and given a colour – children then to scavenger and find their colours. When the children have found their resources can they predict what their unit of work is going to be about?
Do the children know what subject we would learn about plants?
Have they done this in the past?
What do we already know? 
	Scavenger hunt in the forest area – children to then make predictions of what our unit of work is going to be about. 

Pic collage to go in book. 
	mixed ability groups.

colour coded sheets. 

Adult support to generate answers to questions. 

	Reading and responding
	To listen to and read explanation texts. 
	-Read and explore a rage of explanation texts. 
-Discuss collaboratively some of the features. 
-Discuss the genre of the books. 
	Starter activity – to create complex sentences using if & while. Have sentences on the board using the conjunction ‘if’ explain its function and why we wouldn’t just use and or because. Get the children to write a sentence using ‘if’ as a conjunction on whiteboards. Once the children are confident expose the children to some sentences using the conjunction ‘while’ and ask children to write a sentence on whiteboards. 


Have a large selection of explanation textbooks available for the children to read and enjoy. Ask the children what type of book these are? Science books? Informative books? Fairytale books? Children to discuss some of the features they recognise in the books that may contribute to a success criterion to explanation texts. 
	Whiteboard work writing sentences using the conjunction ‘if’ and ‘while’. 

TA to copy a good example of the children’s work onto the working wall. 





Write the children’s ideas on the board and transfer into working wall. 

Pic collage to be struck in books. 

	Talk partner to be HA reader. 


	 Reading and responding
	To be able to navigate and find information from a range of explanations texts. 
	-Know the purpose of an explanation text. 
-Features of an explanation text. 
-skimming for key information. 

	Starter activity – Have several sentences with missing conjunctions on the board ready. Explain to the children that we can only fill in the blanks with the conjunctions ‘before’ and ‘after’. Make sure that the children understand the differences between the two conjunctions. 
The more confident writers to be given the opportunity to write their own sentences using both conjunction of the day – ‘before’ and ‘after’. 

Have an explanation text ready for all children – explain to them what an explanation text is used for in daily life. Explain how we can use it instead of reading pages and pages of words that are irrelevant to what we want to find out. The point of explanation texts is so that we can find information quickly and that it can be presented in a poster manner. 

Model to the children what you want to find out and ponder how we can find this… 
Hopefully children will be able to explain that we would use subheadings or contents pages if it was a book. 
Explain the concept of skimming over words to find key vocab that are relevant to what we are wanting to find out. 
Have an explanation text for the children in pairs and explain to them what we want them to find. Have a text available not about plants have a tree explanation text or wildlife text. Let the children free read and enjoy the text in pairs. 

Explain to the children that we’ll become fact-hunters! I’ll ask questions, and you’ll use your skimming and scanning skills to find the answers fast
Bring the children back to the main board and ask them to point to specific areas and to find information out from questions posed to them. Such as What is the lifespan of a ladybird? Keep asking questions related to the text. 
TA to also work with a table asking questions (Teachers to have them ready). 
	Starter activity – children to write in the missing conjunctions and sentences from the board. 
Challenge – children to create their own sentences using the conjunction ‘before’ and ‘after’. 



Read and explore explanation text, point to and find out information that the teacher asks about the text. 

Children to answer some of the questions into their books. 
(Children to have the text shrunk and stuck into books before activity)
	Sentences ready and printed out so children to write the correct conjunction in the blank. 

Differentiated explanation text give to LA readers on the same topic as the rest of the children. 
Work collaboratively in group with adult. 

Pre answered questions to be verbally answered and discussed before writing them down in books. 

	Reading and analysing 
	To be able to identify how information is organised within an explanation text
	-Identify structural features 
-Explain how a text is organised. 
-Work collaboratively in pairs.
-Box up and label parts of the text. 
	Starter activity – Have a paragraph made up with missing gaps – children to fill in the gaps only being able to fill in the blanks with the conjunctions ‘so’, ‘although’ and ‘until’. 

Introduce a sample explanation text on the board. Model how to evaluate and break down the structure of the text:
· Highlight subheadings, text boxes, bullet points, glossary, diagrams, etc.
· Box up each section (title, introduction, main points, conclusion).
Discuss why the author might have organised the text in this way (to help the reader find information quickly and understand it clearly)

Children work in pairs or small groups with a printed explanation text – A3 -  (e.g. about trees or wildlife).
Children to Identify and label the structural features of the text.
· Use highlighters or coloured pencils to mark features:
· Subheadings
· Diagrams/captions
· Text boxes
· Bullet points
· Flow charts
· Glossary
Discuss how each paragraph or section is organised and what job it does in helping the reader.
	Starter activity – children to write the missing conjunction ‘so’, ‘although’ and ‘until’ in the blanks. 

In groups children to work collaboratively in pairs and identify some of the features of an explanation text by looking at a different modelled version by the teacher in the introduction of the lesson. 
	Differentiated version to be accessed by the SEN group – working with an adult – children to identify some of the features of an explanation text. 
-subheading 
-text boxes
-bullet points

Box up each main section – introduction 
main texts 
conclusion. 

	Reading and analysing 
	To identify the key features of an explanation text. 
	Identify and label key features such as subheadings, bullet points, diagrams, glossaries, and text boxes.
-Explain why these features are used in explanation texts.
	Starter Activity – Explain to the children that we are going to be looking at perfect form of verbs e.g. have and had appropriately.  Look through PP. Children to copy and fill in the blanks ‘have’ or ‘had’. 

Reiterate to the children what we learnt and explored last lesson. Explanation texts are non-fiction and explain how or why something happens. They are organised to help the reader find and understand information quickly.
Ask the children what are the features of an explanation text? What did we find and/or identify last lesson? Make a list on the board for the children to use in the task. 
Common features include:
• Title and introduction
• Subheadings
• Bullet points or numbered steps
• Diagrams and captions
• Text boxes
• Glossary

Children to be given individual examples of an explanation text. Children to highlight and label the features identified earlier and last lesson. 
	Ask children to complete or rewrite the following:
1. I ___ (finish) my reading book before the lesson started.
2. She ___ (leave) her coat in the classroom.
3. They ___ (visit) the museum before.
4. Rewrite: “I ate breakfast. Then I went to school.”
 “I ___ eaten breakfast before I went to school.”

Children to individually identify the key features of an explanation text. Have an appropriate text printed for the children to highlight and label. 
	Appropriate explanation text for SEN. 
Work with an adult. 

	 planning and gathering content 
	To be able to develop their own ideas and place notes on a planner.  

	-Apply key features identified into plan. 
-Look through quality text by skimming for relevant facts and key words. 
-Notetaking and vocabulary collecting. 
	Have a variety of quality books and explanation texts available. 
Explain to the children that we are going to be writing our own version of a explanation text – in the form of a poster. 
Thinking back to previous lessons How are we going to do this? 
What do we need to include? What are the features we have delved into? Thinking back to previous lessons – what information will we need to include? We are going to be looking at plants. Is there any key vocabulary? Pictures/diagrams? 
What would we include in the introduction? Subheadings? 
Once the children have thought about this – let them have another look at some of the resources around the classroom. Reiterate to the children that they need to find information about what they are going to be writing about. 
Model to the children an example – e.g. diagram of plant with key vocab labelled. 

What will we include in the introduction?
What subheadings might we use?
What pictures or diagrams will help explain our information?
What scientific vocabulary do we need to include?

	Children to plan an explanation text all about plants. Using key features – link to own plant. 
	Work in groups with an adult. 

Plan for the same plant. 

TA to plan with the children and additionally write up ideas as well as the children. 

	Modelled and shared write 
	To write an explanation text using a variety of fronted adverbials. 
	-Capital letters and full stops

-A variety of conjunctions.

-Fronted adverbials

-Headings and subheadings. 
	Model to the children a section of an explanation text – have a skeleton prepared detailing a heading and the subheadings. Pick a section to write and as a class use the resources collated throughout the unit (word banks) – write sentences using fronted adverbials and conjunctions. 

Throughout the modelling – edit and improve work modelling the correct ideology to them. Keep re reading the text/sentences written. 
	Children to write a section of an explanation text based on a plan. 
	· Word banks 
· Differentiated success criteria 
· Modelled text printed 
· Sentence starters 


	Modelled and shared write
	To write an explanation text using a variety of conjunctions. 
	-Capital letters and full stops

-A variety of conjunctions.

-Fronted adverbials

-Headings and subheadings.
	Model to the children a section of an explanation text – have a skeleton prepared detailing a heading and the subheadings. Pick a section to write and as a class use the resources collated throughout the unit (word banks) – write sentences using fronted adverbials and conjunctions. 

Throughout the modelling – edit and improve work modelling the correct ideology to them. Keep re reading the text/sentences written.
	Children to write a section of an explanation text based on a plan. 
	· Word banks 
· Differentiated success criteria 
· Modelled text printed 
· Sentence starters 


	Independent write 
	To independently write an explanation text. 
	Capital letters and full stops

-A variety of conjunctions.

-Fronted adverbials

-Explanation text key features. 

-Re read work and edit text. 
	Look back at the last two lessons of our modelled write. Look on the board of a correctly structured explanation text, reiterating all the concepts that needs to be included – subheadings, layout, pictures/diagrams, captions etc. Explain to the children that we will need to include these to be successful in our own work. 
Have examples of good explanation texts on each of the tables – so children can keep referring to them throughout the independent write. 
Explain to the children that today we will be writing the text and tomorrow we can write it out in a final copy. 
Have sample plan templates ready on tables so that children can plan out where they would like their poster explanation text to go. 
	Children to independently write an explanation text based on own plan. 
	Exemplar explanation texts 

Cheat sheet consisting of fronted adverbials, conjunctions 

Key vocabulary 

Blank template of an explanation text poster 



	 Independent write
	To independently write an explanation text. 
	Capital letters and full stops

-A variety of conjunctions.

-Fronted adverbials

-Explanation text key features. 

-Re read work and edit text.
	Children to finish writing their own explanation text poster. 

Some children may not have finished from yesterday so make sure children understand that they are to carry on from yesterday’s lesson. 

Keep reiterating that they need to keep referring back to the success criteria and that their end goal for this units work is to have a poster finished by the end of the lesson. 
	Children to independently write an explanation text based on own plan.
	Exemplar explanation texts 

Cheat sheet consisting of fronted adverbials, conjunctions 

Key vocabulary 

Blank template of an explanation text poster 
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