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	Year A 
	
	Term:
	Summer 1
	Unit:
	The Rainforest

	Big Question:
	How does the rainforest differ to the region we live?

	Prior Substantive Knowledge
	Know about a region of the United Kingdom (Lake District)
Know about a region in a European country (Sicily)
Begin to identify similarities and differences between them in physical geography.
Study a region of the U.K, a region in a European country and are beginning to identify similarities and differences between them in human geography.
Locate the world’s countries using maps to focus on Europe including the location of Russia and North and South America.
Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom
Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, equator, Northern hemisphere, Southern hemisphere, the tropics, Arctic and Antarctic circle and time zones.
Know the physical and human features related to the region we live. 
To name features of river and how they compare with rivers in different regions. 
Know what causes volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis.
Recognise how our region compares to an alternative region within the UK. 
Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle.
Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
	Cross-curricular
	RE (Religious Education)
· Faith and creation: How different faiths view nature and care for the Earth.
· Respect for others: Exploring the spiritual beliefs of indigenous tribes and how they connect to their environment.
· Moral and ethical issues: Stewardship, justice, and global responsibility.

Science
· Living things and their habitats: Rainforest food chains, adaptation, classification.
· Plants: How rainforest plants grow and reproduce, including structure and function.
· Climate & weather: Link to the water cycle, temperature, humidity.
· Environmental impact: How human activity (e.g., deforestation) affects ecosystems.


	
	
	Key Vocab




Essential vocab
	 climate zones, biomes, vegetation, investigate, conclusions

Climate Zones - Different parts of the world that have similar weather over a long time (like hot, cold, or rainy).
Biomes - Big areas of the world where the plants, animals, and weather are similar (like rainforests or deserts).
Vegetation - All the plants, trees, and flowers growing in a place.
Investigate - To find out more by asking questions, looking closely, or collecting information.
Conclusions - What you decide or understand after looking at evidence or facts.

	Substantive Knowledge:
	Disciplinary Knowledge (Think like)

	Declarative Knowledge (Know what)
	Procedural Knowledge (Know how)
	Mapping 
· Understand that geographers learn about the world by observing and collecting data. Begin to understand that some knowledge can be revised as we collect new data and information. 
· Read and compare map scales. 
Communication 
· Ask and investigate geographical questions suggesting enquiries to test them 
· Express their own views about the people, places and environments studied, giving reasons.  
· Compare their views with others and understand that some knowledge is open to debate, challenge and discussion. 
 
· Reach geographical conclusions and give reasons and critically evaluate and debate the impact of geographical processes and human effects on the world from given evidence.


	Place Knowledge 
· Know about a region within South America 
· Recognise similarities and differences in physical geography between UK and the rainforest.  
· Recognise similarities and differences in human geography between UK and the rainforest.  
Locational Knowledge 
· Locate the world’s countries using maps including Russia and North and South America 
Human and Physical Geography 
· Describe aspects of physical geography including climate zones, biomes, vegetation belts, rivers and mountains. 
· Describe aspects of human geography including settlements and land use in the area. 

	Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
· Use physical maps to describe studied human and physical features including countries, land uses, settlements, mountains, coasts, seas, lakes and rivers as well as climate. 
· Use 8 points of a compass, six figure references, maps, symbols and keys to identify and describe human and physical features of regions in the UK and around the world. 
· Use aerial photographs and graphs to acquire and discuss geographical information. 
· Interpret data collected and present the information in a variety of ways including charts and graphs. 




	

	
Teacher Knowledge
	1. Locational Knowledge
· World Geography: Know how to locate the continents and oceans, equator, Tropic of Cancer and Capricorn, and the major rainforest regions (especially the Amazon in South America).
· South America Focus: Understand the geography of Brazil – location, key cities (like Manaus), and the Amazon Basin.
· UK Geography (Burnley): Be able to locate Burnley on a UK map and discuss its physical and human features in comparison to rainforest areas.
 2. Physical Geography
· Biomes and Climate Zones: Understand what a biome is and the characteristics of the tropical rainforest biome (e.g., high rainfall, constant temperature, biodiversity).
· Rainforest Structure: Know the four layers of the rainforest (emergent, canopy, understory, forest floor) and the types of plants and animals found in each.
· Rivers: Basic understanding of river features (e.g., Amazon River – size, importance, use).
· Climate Data: Be able to read, interpret, and compare climate graphs (temperature and rainfall) for the Amazon and the UK.
3. Human Geography
· Rainforest Tribes: Knowledge of indigenous groups (e.g., Yanomami) – their traditional way of life, housing, food, transport, and culture.
· Burnley Land Use and Settlement: Be aware of Burnley’s housing, transport links, industries, and how the landscape has been shaped by human activity.
· Deforestation: Causes (e.g., logging, farming, mining), impacts (on climate, habitats, tribes), and the debate over sustainability.
· Global Interdependence: Understand how actions in one part of the world (e.g., rainforest destruction) affect others (e.g., climate change impacts in the UK).
4. Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
· Map Skills: Use of atlases, world maps, physical and OS maps; understanding of map keys, symbols, 8-point compass directions, and 4/6-figure grid references.
· Scale and Distance: Be able to compare map scales and help pupils estimate and measure distances.
· Aerial Photos & Satellite Images: Know how to interpret them to identify geographical features.
· Data Collection & Enquiry: Understand how geographers observe, question, collect and interpret data to form conclusions.
5. Communication & Enquiry
· Debate and Discussion: Confidently lead classroom discussions around environmental ethics (e.g., "Should we protect the rainforest?").
· Geographical Language: Use and model accurate terminology, including physical terms (biome, vegetation belt, canopy) and human terms (land use, settlement).
· Critical Thinking: Encourage children to ask geographical questions and form evidence-based opinions using enquiry and investigation.

	Fruits
	Faith - Explore the spiritual connection many indigenous rainforest tribes have with the land. Many believe the forest is sacred and should be cared for as a gift from a higher power.

Relationships - Look at how tribal communities work together, share resources, and live in harmony with the rainforest. Compare this to the relationships we have with our local environment and with people in other parts of the world.

Uniqueness - Celebrate the incredible biodiversity of the rainforest – every species plays a role, just like every person. Highlight the uniqueness of indigenous tribes and the variety of cultures across the world.

Intellect - 
Treat Others with Respect - Discuss how actions like deforestation can disrespect both nature and the people who depend on it. Encourage empathy towards those whose voices may not always be heard, such as rainforest tribes.
Salvation

	
Key concept
	Learning objective
	Key components 
	Main input
	Activity
	Adaptive strategies  

	 Locating rainforests and understanding their global distribution and climate zones.
	  Locate the world’s countries and major rainforest regions using maps.
  Identify climate zones and why rainforests exist where they do.

	  Continents, oceans, and equator.
  Tropics and climate zones.
  Location of South America and the Amazon.

	Begin by recapping the continents and oceans using a globe or interactive whiteboard. Introduce the equator, Tropic of Cancer and Capricorn, and explain how these influence world climate zones. Use a world biome map to highlight where rainforests are located, particularly the Amazon in South America. Explain that rainforests grow in hot, wet tropical zones near the equator. Compare this to Padiham, located in a temperate climate zone in the UK. Show satellite imagery and maps to highlight differences in vegetation and land cover. Ask the class why there are no rainforests in the UK and introduce the term “biome.”

	Pupils use blank world maps to locate and label the seven continents, five oceans, the equator, tropics, UK, Burnley, South America, Brazil, and the Amazon Rainforest. They will then colour in the world’s rainforest zones and climate regions using a key. To consolidate understanding, pupils answer questions based on the map: e.g., “Which continent has the largest rainforest?”, “How far is Burnley from the equator?”, “What climate zone is Burnley in?”
	  Provide labelled map for support.
  Pre-teach vocabulary (e.g. equator, biome) using visuals.
  Pair work for peer support.


	Understanding the physical features and climate of the rainforest biome.
	   Describe the climate and vegetation of a rainforest.
  Compare physical features of the rainforest and Burnley.

	   Rainforest layers and biodiversity.
  Climate graphs and vegetation types.
  Temperature and rainfall patterns.

	Show a short documentary clip that takes pupils on a virtual journey through the rainforest, highlighting its dense vegetation and wildlife. Discuss the structure of the rainforest: emergent layer, canopy, understory, and forest floor. Use diagrams and vocabulary cards to explore each layer and the life it supports. Introduce the concept of climate graphs and show the average monthly rainfall and temperature in the Amazon. Then show Burnley’s climate data and discuss differences.
	 Pupils complete a labelled diagram of the rainforest layers, including temperature, light levels, and animals/plants that live there. Then, using real data, they plot a simple climate graph for Burnley and compare it to one for the Amazon. In pairs, they create a Venn diagram showing similarities and differences in climate and vegetation between Burnley and the rainforest. To extend, pupils can write a short explanation comparing the two biomes using key vocabulary.
	  Scaffolded graph templates for some learners.
  Sentence starters for comparing climates.
  Use images to represent each rainforest layer.


	Comparing human geography – settlement and land use in different regions.
	  Compare the human geography of the Amazon Rainforest and Burnley.
  Understand how the environment shapes people’s lives.

	   Indigenous tribes and traditional lifestyles.
  Urban settlement, land use and infrastructure in Burnley.
  Resources, food, and transportation.

	 Introduce pupils to the Yanomami people of the Amazon Rainforest using photographs and short clips. Discuss how they live in harmony with their environment, using natural resources for housing, medicine, and food. Contrast this with daily life in Burnley—brick houses, cars, supermarkets, and built infrastructure. Use images of Burnley town centre and residential streets, encouraging pupils to describe features they see. Create a discussion around how geography influences lifestyle, work, and transport.
	 Pupils complete a comparison table showing key features such as homes, food, transport, clothes, and land use in the rainforest and Burnley. Then, they create two annotated diagrams: one showing a typical rainforest settlement (e.g., Yanomami village), and one showing part of Burnley (e.g., their school’s neighbourhood). Encourage pupils to label features and explain how the environment supports human activity in each place.

	  Use sentence frames or visuals to support comparison.
  Allow oral discussion before writing.
  Include a model example for diagrams.


	Developing map reading and geographical skills using real-world maps.
	  Use maps, compass directions, symbols, and six-figure references to describe features.
  Interpret physical and human features on maps of the UK and the rainforest.

	   Compass points, symbols, and map keys.
  Grid references and reading map scales.
  OS maps and rainforest topography.

	 Start with a recap of compass directions using a classroom floor compass or an interactive activity. Then introduce Ordnance Survey (OS) maps of Burnley—highlighting symbols for houses, rivers, schools, and roads. Demonstrate how to find features using four- and six-figure grid references. Next, present a simplified physical map of the Amazon Rainforest region, including rivers, mountains, and forest areas. Compare how different kinds of maps (physical vs. OS) show geographical features.
	Pupils complete a series of map-based tasks: locating key features in Burnley using grid references, describing directions between landmarks using compass points, and using a scale to measure distance. Then, they switch to the Amazon map and identify rivers, forest zones, and national borders. Pupils finish by creating a mini fact file about one journey (e.g., “From Burnley to the Amazon”), describing direction, distance, and landforms encountered.
	  Provide simplified map versions.
  Use larger scale maps for easier reading.
  Buddy support for map challenges.


	Understanding deforestation and its global consequences, including local impact.
	  Explain the causes and effects of deforestation in the Amazon.
  Evaluate why rainforest protection is important to people in Burnley and beyond

	   Logging, farming, mining, and global trade.
  Environmental effects (biodiversity, climate, soil).
  Ethical responsibility and sustainable action

	 Show a series of before-and-after images and news reports showing deforestation in the Amazon. Discuss the main causes—cattle farming, soy plantations, logging—and the impact on animals, climate, and indigenous people. Link to everyday products like chocolate, coffee, paper, and palm oil, and explore how these appear in Burnley shops and homes. Model a cause-and-effect diagram and guide pupils in developing arguments about responsibility and choices.
	Pupils create a cause-and-effect chain or flowchart showing how deforestation happens and what impact it has. In small groups, pupils prepare for a class debate: “Should people in Burnley stop buying rainforest products?” Groups take different viewpoints—e.g., businesses, local families, indigenous tribes, environmentalists. After the debate, each pupil writes a persuasive letter to a local MP or company, suggesting how they could help reduce rainforest destruction.

	  Provide sentence starters or writing frames.
  Allow voice notes or audio recordings instead of written work.
  Mixed ability group roles for debate.


	Conducting a geographical enquiry and presenting findings using maps and data.
	  Carry out a geographical investigation and present findings using evidence.
  Reflect on how geographical knowledge is developed and refined

	  Enquiry questions and research skills.
  Presenting data through maps, graphs, posters, and oral presentations.
  Evaluation and reflection.

	Recap key knowledge from previous lessons and review what pupils have learned about the rainforest. Explain that geographers investigate the world by asking questions, collecting data, and presenting conclusions. Show examples of enquiry presentations (e.g., posters, slide decks, charts) and model how to gather and organise information from maps, graphs, and texts. Pose some questions to spark group investigations (e.g., “What would happen if the rainforest disappeared?” or “How can we protect the rainforest from Burnley?”).
	Pupils work in groups to complete a mini rainforest enquiry. Each group chooses a question and researches it using books, maps, videos, and printed data. They create a presentation including at least one map, one graph or chart, and one visual (poster or slides). Presentations are shared with the class, who give peer feedback. As a final reflection, pupils write in their books how their views may have changed and what action they might take next.
	  Provide choice of presentation methods (poster, slide, video).
  Scaffold group roles for participation.
  Use graphic organisers to plan ideas.
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